Congratulations to Charice Darden and Donna McDonough 
on Winning Nightingale Awards! 
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Charice Darden                            Donna McDonough 

The Nightingale Awards for Excellence in Nursing was held on Thursday, May 8th at the Chevy Theatre in Wallingford. The Nightingale program is a statewide recognition program in its eighth year and honors nurses that go above and beyond the call of duty.  The goals of the program are to focus public attention and recognize the breadth and scope of nursing practice at the local level, to encourage retention and inspire future nurses.

Charice Darden LPN works the 3:00 pm - 11:00 pm shift at the Mary Wade Home. Some residents became restless before supper.  Charice pulled together and plays a diverse collection of music, both modern and 'old time'. The common feature is a compelling rhythm, enlivening all that hear it.  It inspires toe tapping and movement from residents who previously sat restless before dinner. Building on the success of the music, Charice got musical instruments and handed them out to residents.  Charice encourages residents to get involved with the music. She has helped make the mood upbeat and fun.

Donna McDonough RN has been a committed long standing employee of the Mary Wade Home. Donna has been a Registered Nurse for over 30 years.  Donna's compassion is evidenced when she brings in movies for a resident and their family that is no longer able to go out to see movies and she brings in CDs for the many residents that enjoy music. Donna is the Senior RN Supervisor on the 3:00 pm - 11:00 p.m. shift.  She supervises staff and supports many families who come to visit their loved ones.  No matter how difficult a situation, Donna always wears a smile on her face and humors those around her with witty words. 

We are incredibly proud of Charice and Donna for this accomplishment and thrilled that they were acknowledged for the outstanding work that we see firsthand every day. 

